
The Civil War 1861-1865 



I am loath to close. We are not enemies, 

but friends. We must not be enemies. 

Though passion may have strained, it 

must not break our bonds of affection. 

The mystic chords of memory, stretching 

from every battlefield, and patriot grave, 

to every living heart and hearthstone, all 

over this broad land, will yet swell the 

chorus of the Union, when again 

touched, as surely they will be, by the 

better angels of our nature.  

Lincoln’s First Inaugural 



• A Bitter War… 

A Bitter War… 



Mobilization, Strategy, 

and Diplomacy 
 Advantages & 

Disadvantages 
 North 

○ 2 X the population 

○ Industrial System 

○ Unlimited War 
materials 

○ Transportation (RR) 

○ Fighting: Constitution, 
Flag, and Union 

 South 

○ War of independence 

○ Invade & occupy-land 

○ Military Leadership 

 



North       South 

     

 22 Million  

 75,000 (90 Days) 

 97% of firearms 

 94 % of cloth 

 90% of footwear 

 71% of RR 

 Economy 

 Established Govt. 

 

 9 Million (1/3 slave) 

 100,000 (12 months) 

 Basic defense of 

Home 

 ¼ of Union army  

 Quality of leadership 

 Tradition 

 Slavery??? 

 Cotton Diplomacy 



Mobilization, Strategy, 

and Diplomacy 
 Mobilization in the North 

 Anaconda Plan (call up 
75,000) 

○ 1. Naval Blockade of S. ports 

○ 2. Control of Mississippi R.  

○ 3. Capture Richmond 

○ 4.  Liberate slaves to destroy 
S. economy 

○ 5.  Send Union troops through 
GA and VA (Heart of 
Confederacy) 

○ 6.  WAGE TOTAL WAR 

 Lack of experience 

○ 16,000 army (most in West) 

○ 1/3 left for the South 

○ Political appointments 

 

 

 

Lincoln offers command of US troops to 

Robert E. Lee…he declines to lead the CSA 

Army. 



  



Mobilization, Strategy, 

and Diplomacy 
 Mobilization in the South 

 Plan 

○ Only protect it‟s borders 

○ Cotton Diplomacy 

○ Left alone 

 Create an Army  (100,000) 

 Paying for War ??? 

 State‟s Rights dilemma ???  

 



 

 
 Struggle for Border 

States 

 The four SLAVE states 

○ Delaware/Access to 
Philly/Easy to hold 

○ Kentucky/Mississippi R./ 
Union troops 

○ Maryland/D.C./ Suspend 
habeas corpus 

○ Missouri/access to 
West/Union troops 

 Importance 
○ Deprived CSA of soldiers 

(50%) & factories (80%) 

○ Undermined CSA 
justification for succession 

 

 

Mobilization, Strategy, 
and Diplomacy 

8th Massachusetts regiment repairing railroad 

bridges from Annapolis to Washington destroyed 

on April 19th 1861 with the support of Maryland 

political leaders. 



 

 

 Wartime Diplomacy 

 Cotton Embargo from 

C.S.A. 

○ South‟s economic 

advantage 

 Lincoln convinced G.B. 

to honor blockade 

 Trent Affair 

○ US released two CSA 

diplomats from GB ship 

 

 

 

Mobilization, Strategy, 
and Diplomacy 

“The bankruptcy of every 

cotton factory in G. B. or 

France or the 

acknowledgment of our 

independence” 



Early Campaigns, 1861-65 

 No Short and Bloodless 

War 

 Battle of Bull Run 1861 

○ McDowell (U)  3,000 vs. 

Beauregard (CSA) 

○ Rebel Victory-Over 

confident 

○ Union- Humiliated 

○ Lincoln sacked Gen 

 Army of Potomac 

○ General George B. 

McClellan trains 100,000 

 

 

 

Union/ South 

       0/1 



  



  



Early Campaigns, 1861-65 

 West Campaign-1862 

○ Ulysses S. Grant 

 Fort Henry 

 Fort Donelson 

 Battle of Shiloh 

- Upper Mississippi in Union 

hands 

- 23,000 causalities (12,000 

Union-11,000 CSA) 

- More than previous 3 wars 

combined 

○ David G. Farragut‟s fleet 

captured New Orleans 

 Mouth Mississippi in Union 

hands 

 

 

Union/ South 

       2/1 



Lincoln‟s Generals 

  

Irwin McDowell 

Winfield Scott 

George McClellan, 

Again! 

George McClellan 

Ambrose Burnside 

Joseph Hooker 

George Meade 

Ulysses S. Grant 



Early Campaigns, 1861-65 

 Peninsular Campaign 
 Plan to attack Richmond via 

waterways of the Chesapeake 

 McClellan‟s doesn‟t commit 
100% (trained for almost 1 
year)and loses to Lee‟s counter 
attack. 

 Ironic victory for the 
South…if they had lost here 
the war would have ended 
and Reconstruction much 
less painful. 
○ Robert E. Lee assumes 

command of Army of Virginia  

 Second Bull Run 
○ C.S.A. Victory 

○ Lincoln sacks Pope/stuck with 
McClellan 

 

Union/ South 

       3/3 

Union forces could hear 

the church bells 



Early Campaigns, 1861-65 

 New Type of War 
 Modern warfare used 

technology from 
industrial revolution 

 Telegraph 

 Railroad 

 Ironclad ships (5th 
HOUr) 

 Artillery 

 Powerful & accurate 
rifles (100 to 500 yards) 

 WestPoint Training/old 
tactics against modern 
weapons (deadly 
combo) 



Early Campaigns, 1861-65 

 Toward Emancipation 

 Contraband 

 Confiscation Act 

○ Eased the idea for 
Northerners that winning the 
war would somehow involve 
the abolition of slavery 

 Battle of Antietam 9/1862 

○ McClellan vs. Lee 

 Union Victory that Abe needed 

 Single bloodiest day of war 

 Turning point 

 Emancipation Proclamation 

○ Frees only slaves in rebellious 
states 

○ Goal was now freeing slaves 

○ Reunion only after destruction 
of the Southern way of life 

 



Thomas Nast “Emancipation” 



Early Campaigns, 1861-65 

 Slaughter & Stalemate 

 Battle of Fredericksburg-

12/1862 

 Battle of Chancellorsville- 

4-5/1863 



November 1862:  Lincoln replaces 

McClellan ( case of the slows) with 

Burnside 

Burnside loses at Fredericksburg 

and is 

replaced by Hooker 

Federal Disadvantage throughout 

war:  Weak Generals 

Union/ South 

4/4 



  

December 13 Battle of 
Fredericksburg 

 Lee vs. Burnside 
 Burnsides Headquarters was 

Chatham Mansion where Lee 
had courted his wife years 
ago…. 

 Lee‟s father was George 
Washington‟s favorite son  

 Lee‟s wife was Martha 
Washington‟s grand daughter. 



May 1863 Chancellorsville, VA:  Union 

defeat…but CSA loses  Stonewall Jackson 

to injuries caused by his own men… 

8 days after amputation of 

his right arm, Jackson 

died…probably due to a 

blood clot in his lung… 

"Let us cross over the river 

and rest under the 

shade of the trees“ 

 

The CSA lose one of their 

most talented leaders… 

Union/ South 

4/5 



Home Front 

 Demands of Modern War 
 North -little resistance  

○ Tax 

○ Bonds 

○ Draft 

○ Leadership-Lincoln learned on 
the job 

 South- heavy resistance  
○ Violated there state‟s rights 

○ Leadership- Davis lacked 

 Hardships on the Home 
Front 
 North- wages 

increased/prices 
increased/production 
increased 

 South- wages stagnate/ 
inflation/ production dropped 

 



Political Developments 
w/o Southern Democrats  

 Legal Tender Act 

 Income Tax 

 National Bank Act 

 Morril Tariff Act 

 Railroad Act 

 Homestead Act 

 Morril Land Act 

 Creates Dept. of 

Agriculture 

Southern Democrats 

not around to 

oppose… 

government 

assumes more 

power and 

responsibility. 

Which Presidents are 

rolling over in their 

grave???? 



Who were those nasty 
“Draft Dodgers”? 

 Teddy 
Roosevelt‟s 
Father 

 

 

 FDR‟s Father 

 J. P. Morgan 

 Future President 
Chester Arthur 

 

 

 Future President 
Grover Cleveland 

 Andrew 

Carnegie  



Home Front 

 New Roles for 

Women 

 Replaced men due to 

war 

○ Dorothea Dix-U.S. 

Sanitary Commission 

○ Clara Barton-future 

founder of American 

Red Cross 

 



Home Front 

 Copperheads 
 Peace Democrats 

○ Cease-fire and negotiated 
peace settlement 

 Lincoln viewed them as 
seditious 
○ Suppressed Constitutional 

rights 

○ Arrested-Jailed-w/o Trial  

 Vallandigham Trial 
○ Lincoln‟s policies under fire 

1862-63 
 Army failures 

 Emancipation Proclamation 

 Military Draft 

○ Former Ohio Congressman 
arrested.   

 

 



Home Front 

 Conscription & Civil Unrest 

 North 

○ Conscription Act (draft) 

 Replace dead and terms 

 Avoid $300 or substitute 

 Draft Riots-NYC 

- Class Tension 

- Race Tension 

- 4 Days/ 119 deaths/$5 million 

 South 

○ Draft/ “Twenty Slave Rule” 

 “Rich Man‟s War and Poor 

Man‟s Fight” 

 

 

 

 

 



NYC Draft Riots:  Rioters targeted and 

tortured black men, women, and children.  

      "The nation is at this time in a 
state of Revolution, North, 
South, East, and West," wrote 
the Washington Times during the 
often violent protests that 
occurred after Abraham Lincoln 
issued the March 3, 1863, 
Enrollment Act of Conscription. 
Although demonstrations took 
place in many Northern cities, 
the riots that broke out in New 
York City were both the most 
violent and the most publicized.  

Irish Americans felt threaten by African Americans competing for 

lowest paying jobs. So, they burned down the Draft house and 

then targeted blacks in the street.  Schools, boarding houses, 

and churches.  So, far as killing a cripple in the streets and 

burning him, “cheering Jeff Davis 

NYC, East Side of Manhattan:  July 14th over 100 killed.  Troops 

from Gettysburg exhausted rushed into city to establish order. 



Toward Union Victory 

 Turning Point: 1863 
 Gettysburg July 1-4, 1863 

○ Lee- Invade North  
 Pull Union troops from 

West 

 A victory would demoralize 
Lincoln and energize 
Copperheads 

○ Lee (75,000) vs. Meade 
(90,00) 
 July 1- Confederate 

 July 2- Draw 

 July 3- Pickett‟s Charge 

- Risky/Suicide 

- Union  

 July 4- Lee 
withdraws/Meade regroups 

 



1863:  Gettysburg  Lee=76,000 Meade = 92,000 

Failure of Pickett‟s charge results in Southern loss…the 

High Tide of the Confederacy breaks. 

*12 roads converge here, making it incredibly 

important strategically… 

*”matchless valor, apparent initial success and 

ultimate disaster” 

During Pickett's 

Charge 

“North Yelled, 

“Fredericksburg” 

South Yelled, 

Virginia is just over 

those hills” 

One Tennessee 

Regiment began 

war 9,000 strong 

after Gettysburg 

only 3 remained. 

Union/ South 

5/4 



Confederate „breast 

works‟ 



Confederate Dead at 

Gettysburg 



Dead Federals at Gettysburg 



Confederate POWS 

Snake 

Railed 

Fence 



Pickett‟s Charge… 



From here Pickett charged up 

hill… 



Little Round Top 



Little Round Top 



Harpers Weekly Illustrator sketching Gettysburg 

Battle Scene 

Artist Alfred Rhodes 



Little Round Top 

History teacher Kevin Burlison poses for a  
picture taken by Amber O’Brien during a  
field trip of teachers in 2008.  

Dead Confederate soldier found in the "devil's den" at the 

Battle of Gettysburg. This is where General Hood's (C) division 

was able to swarm in and take over the base of Little Round 

Top which dominated the Federal position July 1863. 



5th Hour 12/9/11Crowds gather for 

dedication of Gettysburg Memorial 

and Cemetery 

Rev. Everett spoke for two hours/ Lincoln two minutes… 



Lincoln delivers 

Gettysburg Address to 

listless crowd… 

Photographer thought Lincoln would speak so long that he was not prepared 

and missed his shot and got Lincoln heading to his chair 



Original 

Copy….Gettysburg 

Address 



Significance of 

Gettysburg… 
 More than 51,000 casualties (killed, mortally wounded, 

wounded and captured) were inflicted along the streets 
and in the fields of Gettysburg. (1 civilian Killed) 

 The extensive losses suffered by Robert E. Lee and 
the Army of Northern Virginia proved impossible for the 
war-stressed economy of the Confederacy to replace.  

 With the Union victory at Gettysburg simultaneously 
occurring with the surrender of the besieged city of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4, 1863, which restored 
Union control of the Mississippi river, the Union armies 
were able to seize the initiative that led to the almost-
inevitable collapse of the Confederacy 21 months later.  
These would prove to be 21 long, long, months… 



Undertaker at work… Where is 

the soap??? 

 



Toward Union Victory 

 Turning Point: 1863 

 Vicksburg May-July 

○ Ulysses S. Grant 

○ Total Warfare 

○ Control of Mississippi 

 



Surrendering of Vicksburg 

 Vicksburg did not 

celebrate the Forth of July 

for another 81 years after 

surrounding on the fourth.   

 They surrendered on the 

fourth because they 

figured they would receive 

more forgiveness on that 

day from the Yankees.   

Ken Burns Civil 

War 

Vicksburg was called “Prairie Dog Town” 

based on how the local people had dug 

into the hills. 



Toward Union Victory 

 African Americans 
  Military  

○ 54th  Massachusetts 

○ Abolitionists- Frederick 
Douglas 

○ Racism-North 

○ Death-South 

 Ft. Pillow Massacre  

○ 180,000 blacks served 
(144,000 former slaves) 
10% of Army  

 Empowered them to 
claim full citizenship   

 

“Once let the black man get 

upon his person the brass 

letters, U.S., let him get an 

eagle on his button and a 

musket on his shoulder and 

bullets in his pocket, said 

Frederick, “ there is no power 

on earth that can deny that he 

has earned the right to 

citizenship.” 



  



  



What happened to a caught black 

solider? 



Prison Camps for Civil 

War POWs 



Late 1864:  Confederates build Andersonville Prison Camp in 

Georgia for Federal POWs. 

For 14 months, 45,000 Federal POWs languished in terrible 

conditions… 

5th largest city in South 

13,000 died.   



Union Prisoners of War 



Inside Andersonville 



Inside Andersonville 



A Survivor‟s Poem… 



Union “Survivors” 



Toward Union Victory 

 Confederacy Begins to 

Crumble 

 Lack of recruits 

 Blockade (1862:1/8- 1865:1/2) 

 Cotton Embargo-backfired 

○ England stockpiled 

○ Once lifted/prices dropped 

 Emancipation Proclamation-labor 

shortage 

 Defend Country to the bitter end 

 

 

 



Toward Union Victory 
 Victory in Battle and at the 

Polls 
 Ulysses S. Grant promoted to 

Army of Potomac 
○ Total Modern Warfare 

○ Two-pronged Strategy 
 1.  Grant  vs. Lee- 1864 

- Continue to Engage Lee 

- War of Attrition 

- Battle of Petersburg (RR to 
Richmond) 

- Siege 

- Slaughter of life of both 
sides 

- “Butcher” 
• Questioned 

• Peace Democrats 

 
 2.  William T. Sherman -1864 

- March to Atlanta 

 

 



Toward Union Victory 

 Election of 1864 
○ Republicans lost at „62 

midterms 
 Add Andrew Johnson as VP 

(only Southern Senator not 
to leave) 

 Continue War/End Slavery 

○ Lincoln (Rep) vs. Gen 
McClellan (Dem) 
 Democrats Platform:  Sue for 

end of war with or without 
victory 

○ Lincoln Wins!!! 

 
*true test if factions would destroy the union (early days of nation‟s 

fears) 

Lincoln wins decisively…people are in support of the war and cause… 
 

Pretty amazing that elections took 

place during a civil war!!! Got to love 

America!!! 



Toward Union Victory 

 War is Hell 

 Sherman‟s March to Sea 

○ Total War:  burning, 

looting, destroying 

infrastructure 

- Reconnect with Grant in 

VA 

- 40 Acres and A Mule 

 

 

“Make war so 

terrible “ to the 

people of the 

south, to “make 

them so sick of 

war that 

generations would 

pass away before 

they would again 

appeal to it” 

 



Sherman ordered all civilians out of 
Atlanta.  Men burned anything useful to 
Confed army.  Town people help loot and 
burn the city. 

 

After the fall of Atlanta, GA, Southern Spy 
Agents in NYC attempted to set ablaze the 
city with P.T. Barnum, result no loss 



Total War and Vengeance 
Fires set by retreating Confederates, freed slaves, and 

undisciplined members of Sherman’s army left half of Columbia, 
South Carolina, in ruins. 

 





Toward Union Victory 

(5th) 
 South Falling Apart 

○ Negations fail 

○ Recruits Blacks/not 

used 

 Appomattox Court 

House 

○ 9 Months under siege 

○ Flees/Richmond Falls 

○ Lee Surrenders to 

Grant 

 April 9, 1865 War is 

over 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Petersburg_seige.jpg


Lincoln in Richmond…one day after 

being secured by Union troops 



1864-1865:  Gen. Grant marches through 

Virginia and forces surrender at Appamatox 

April 9, 1865 



Surrender Terms at Appomattox, 1865 

  General R.E. Lee, 
Commanding C.S.A. 
APPOMATTOX Ct H., Va., 

 April 9,1865,  

   

 General; In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th inst., I propose to 
receive the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia on the following terms, to wit:  

 

 Rolls of all officers and men to be made in duplicate, one copy to be given to an officer to 
be designated by me, the other to be retained by such officer or officers as you may 
designate. 

 

 The officers to give their individual paroles not to take up arms against the Government of 
the United States until properly [exchanged], and each company or regimental commander 
to sign a like parole for the men of their commands.  

 

 The arms, artillery, and public property to be parked, and stacked, and turned over to the 
officers appointed by me to receive them. This will not embrace the side-arms of the 
officers, nor their private horses or baggage.  

 

 This done, each officer and man will be allowed to return to his home, not to be disturbed 
by the United States authorities so long as they observe their paroles, and the laws in force 
where they may reside.  

 

 Very respectfully, 
U.S. Grant,  
Lieutenant-General  

 

 



Palm Sunday= 

Appomatox Surrender 



Five Days Later Lincoln is 

assassinated at Ford‟s 

Theater…Good Friday 



Lincoln‟s Box 



The President‟s Box Today 



Lincoln‟s Funeral Procession 



New York City, Lincoln’s parade 

Future President Teddy Roosevelt 



Nast Cartoon…Columbia Grieving 

Lincoln 



VP Andrew Johnson becomes President in 

charge of Reconstruction 



"Andrew Johnson –  

Democracy 1865"  



Execution of Conspirators… 



Casualties… 

UNION 

Battle deaths: 110,070 

Disease, etc.: 250,152 

Total:      360,222 

CONFEDERACY 

Battle deaths: 94,000 

Disease, etc.:164,000 

Total              258,000 



 



In addition to deaths in battle, the Union reported: 

(Confederate stats are difficult to find….) 

Deaths in Prison  24,866 

Drowning  4,944 

Accidental deaths 4,144 

Murdered  520 

Suicides  391 

Sunstroke  313 

Military executions 267 

Killed after capture 104 

Executed by enemy 64 

Unclassified  14,155 



Cost of the War… 

   In dollars and cents, the U.S. government estimated 
Jan. 1863 that the war was costing $2.5 million daily.  

 A final official estimate in 1879 totaled $6,190,000,000.  

 The Confederacy spent perhaps $2,099,808,707. By 
1906 another $3.3 billion already had been spent by 
the U.S. government on Northerners' pensions and 
other veterans' benefits for former Federal soldiers. 

  Southern states and private philanthropy provided 
benefits to the Confederate veterans. The amount 
spent on benefits eventually well exceeded the war's 
original cost. 
 



Thanks to Grant… 



Nast…Victory? 


